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Omar Azfar (Author)

Omar Azfar is a Research Associate at the IRIS Center. He has worked on
decentralization, both related to implementation as well as econometrically. He is an
expert on the institutional approach to corruption. In addition to managing IRIS’
cooperative agreement with USAID on governance and growth in 1998 and 1999,
Professor Azfar has published several articles on incentives within firms, experimental
economics, and corruption.

Robert Bates (Discussant)

Robert Bates is Eaton Professor of the Science of Government and a Faculty Fellow of
the Institute for International Development at Harvard University. His most recent book,
Analytic Narratives (1998), has formalized a whole new level of application of
institutional analysis by melding the tools of economics and political science. He is also
the author of numerous other books, including Markets and States in Tropical Africa
(1981), Beyond the Miracles of the Market(1989), and Open Economy Politics (1997),
and has undertaken extensive fieldwork in Columbia, Brazil and several nations in
Africa.

Peter Boettke (Discussant)

Peter Boettke is Deputy Director of the James M. Buchanan Center for Political
Economy and Associate Professor of Economics at George Mason University.
Beginning with Vol. 11 (1999), Boettke assumed the Editorship of The Review of Austrian
Economics, which is published by Kluwer. Author of numerous books on development
planning and coordination, Boettke also edits the book series New Thinking in Political
Economy.

Charles Cadwell (Moderator)

As Director of IRIS since its founding in 1990, Mr. Cadwell shared with Mancur Olson the
responsibility for establishing IRIS’s research and project profile. Following Olson’s death
in 1998 the University named Cadwell to lead the continued expansion of IRIS
activities. A lawyer with long experience in reform of economic regulation in the US,
Cadwell has focused his own work at IRIS on the evolution of legal and judicial
institutions, economic governance and local capacity for economic analysis of
institutional reforms. Among current interests are policies related to self-regulation in
Russia, and the role of NGO’s in situations of a weak state.
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Robert Cooter (Author)

Robert Cooter, a pioneer in the field of law and economics, holds the Herman F. Selvin
Chair at UC Berkeley’s School of Law. Coeditor of the International Review of Law and
Economics and cofounder of the American Law and Economics Association, Professor
Cooter has published a wide variety of articles on private law, constitutional law and
economics, and law and economic development. His most recent book, The Constitu-
tion and the State, has justbeen published.

Michael Kremer (Author)

Michael Kremer is a professor of economics at Harvard University and a Senior Fellow
at the Brookings Foundation. He is a research associate of the National Bureau of
Economic Research and an associate editor of the Quarterly Journal of EConomics
and the Journal of Development Economics. Professor Kremer has written extensively
on the economics of research in health-related fields. An expert on the economics of
vaccines, malaria, and AlDs, he has contributed extensively to the development of
incentives for research. Professor Kremer not only received the McArthur Genius
Fellowship in 1997, but he also was the only social scientist to win the Presidential Early
Career Award in 1996.

Thierry van Bastelaer (Author)

Thierry van Bastelaer is the Director of Integrated Financial Services Team at IRIS. A
political economist, he has led the design and implementation of IRIS’ small enterprise
development, microfinance and economic liberalization programs. He is currently the
manager of IRIS' $10m employment creation project in Bangladesh, which focuses on
support to micro-, small, and medium size enterprises and the policy environment in
which they operate. Dr. van Bastelaer is the main architect with Betty Wilkinson of IRIS'
program of reform of the legal environment for microfinance services in developing
and transition economies. He has also been instrumental in the development of IRIS'
programs on good governance and social capital.

Clifford Zinnes (Forums Project Director)

Clifford Zinnes is the Director of Research Coordination at the IRIS Center and Affiliate
Professor at the University of Maryland’s School of Public Affairs, teaching courses on
institutions, governance, and economic development. Professor Zinnes has published
widely on institutional economics, both theory and practice, in the economics
literature. As an economic policy advisor, Professor Zinnes has designed and
implemented NIE solutions to a myriad of economic reform programs in over twenty
countries on five continents. He is also currently focusing on corruption and
renewable resource management.



